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Finding, Capturing and Sourcing the Census 

Where to find blank forms 

 www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/United_States_Census_Forms 

 www.familytreemagazine.com/info/censusforms 

 http://www.ancestry.com/download/forms#uscensus 

Where to find census records  

 www.familysearch.org  

 HeritageQuestOnline (through Lincoln Library) 

 www.censusfinder.com  

 www.usgenweb.com 

 www.ancestry.com (paid site but available in OC computer room for members)  

Familysearch.org 

 Contains images of all censuses 1790-1940, except 1860 and 1880, for signed-in users. The 1860 
census can be accessed by following the link to Ancestry.com or Fold3.com if the user has access to 
those sites 

 Contains every name index with significant search engine 

 Exact name search and wildcard searches possible 

 Search with age ranges 

 Links on site to allow for viewing and printing of original images 

HeritageQuestOnline 

 Contains all US Censuses from 1790-1930 but does not have comprehensive indexes 

 1790-1820, 1860-1870, 1890-1920 all fully indexed 

 1880 is partially indexed (23 states) and 1900 is partially indexed (5 states) 

 No Soundex searches 

 Results sorted by state or county 

 Allows viewing of original images and features for printing 

Ancestry.com 

 Contains all US Censuses from 1790-1940 

 Soundex search, exact name search, or wildcard (*) search 

 In 1850-1940 Census you can search a year range of +/- 0, 1, 5, 10, 20 

http://www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/United_States_Census_Forms
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.censusfinder.com/
http://www.usgenweb.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
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 Retrieved results organized by state A-Z 

 Allows viewing of original images and advanced features for printing 

SEARCH TIP CHECKLIST 

 Start with minimum amount of info 

 Add one more item at time 

 Try Different Spellings 

 Try Middle names, nicknames and initials 

 Use Filters 

 Wildcard search – three letters, e.g. Fra* Hau* 

 Name of Location may have changes 

 Jurisdictions may change 

 Collateral Lines 

 “Snipping tool” 

 “Split screen” for retrieving info 

 Print Record, Blank Census Form and Source Information 

 Transcribe Info 

Search www.FamilySearch.org 

 Example: Joseph Vater, 1900 census, Pennsylvania, Potter County, Eulalia Twsp 

 Check out “Learn” area of homepage 

Searching for Census Records Using Heritage Quest  

 Go To: www.libraryatlincoln.org  

 Select databases on left sidebar  

 Select "Heritage Quest" from list of databases  

 Enter bar code from back of your library card  

 Select "census" from list  

 Class demo: Vater, 1900, PA  

 Select "Potter" county from list of records found  

 

 

http://www.libraryatlincoln.org/
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Search www.Ancestry.com 

 Select from Search Menu “Census and Voter Lists” 

 Select US Federal Census or years from right sidebar 

 Select year census to search 

 Printing Blank form 

 View info before going to full record 

 Example: Joseph Vater, 1900 cenus, Pennsylvania, Potter County, Eulalia Twsp  

 Check out Webinars and articles in “Learning Center” (Some free) 

 

Be sure to Capture and Source Record  

 When you find a document, don't assume you will be able to find it again.  

 Make a printed copy, capture it onto a flash drive, email it to yourself or enter  

      it directly into your family genealogy software.  

 Always copy the source information and keep with your document.  
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Where Are My Ancestors In the Census? 

Bob Ringo (2008) 

 1790—Washington D.C. is with the Montgomery & Prince George 
Counties in Maryland. 
 

 1820 and 1830—Wisconsin is with the Michigan Census. 
 

 1840—Montana is with the 1840 Clayton County, Iowa Census. 
 

 1836—Iowa Territory Census includes Minnesota. 
 

 1860-Colorado is in the 1860 Kansas Census. 
 

 1860—Montana is found in the 1860 Nebraska Census under 
“unorganized territory.” 
 

 1860—Nevada is included in the 1860 Utah Census. 
 

 1860—Oklahoma is with the 1860 Arkansas Census which was then 
Indian Land. 
 

 1860—Wyoming is included with the 1860 Nebraska Census. 
 

 Prior to 1880 “IA” did not mean Iowa but meant Indiana. 
 

 Virginia once covered many thousands of square miles more than it now 
does. A reference made to a person having been born in Virginia could 
mean that the person really was born in part of: 

o Illinois from 1781 to 1818 

o Indiana from 1778 to 1816 

o Kentucky from 1775 to 1792 

o Missouri from 1775 to 1792 

o North Carolina from 1728 to1803 

o Ohio from 1728 to 1803 

o Pennsylvania from 1752 to 1786 

o Tennessee from 1760 to 1803 

o West Virginia from 1769 to 1863 
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Tips for Finding  Alternate Surname Spellings and Variations: 

Having  trouble finding your relatives? D o n ’ t  get hung up on a "correct" way to spell a name, because in your research, 

you will most likely find your surname spelled several different ways and sometimes all on the same record. Try thinking 

"out of the box" when searching genealogical indexes and records. These tips can help you be creative in your searchfor 

alternative surname spellings. 

1. Say the Surname Out Loud 

Sound out the surname and then try to spell it phonetically. Ask friends and relatives to do the same, as 
different people may come up with different possibilities. Children are especially good at providing  you with 
unbiased opinions since they tend to spell phonetically anyway. Example: BEHLE, BAILEY 

2. Add a Silent 'H' 

Surnames that begin with a vowel may be found with a silent 'H' added to the front.  The silent 'H' also can often 
be found hiding after the initial consonant. Example: AYRE, HEYR or CRISP, CHRISP 

3. Look for Silent Letters 

Other silent letters such as 'E' and 'Y' may also come and go from the spelling of a particular surname. Example: 
MARK, MARKE 

4. Try Different Vowels 

Search for the name spelled with different vowels, especially when the surname begins with a vowel. This 

happens most often when the substitute vowel will yield a similar pronunciation. Example: INGALLS, ENGELS 

5. Add or Remove an Ending 'S' 

Even if your family usually spells your surname with an ending 'S', you should always look   under the singular 

version, and vice-versa. Surnames with and without an ending 'S' often have different Soundex codes,so it is 
important to try both names or use a wildcard in place of the ending 'S', where allowed, even when using 
Soundex Search. Example: OWENS, OWEN 

6. Watch for Letter Transpositions 

Letter transpositions, especially common in transcribed records and compiled indexes,are another spelling error 
which may make it hard to find your ancestors.  Look for transpositions that still create a recognizable surname. 
Example: CRISP, CRIPS 

7. Consider Possible Typing Errors 

Search for the name with double letters added or deleted. Example: FULLER, FULER Try 
the name with dropped letters. Example: KOTH, KOT. Consider adjacent letters on the 
keyboard. Example: FIRTH, GIRTH 

8. Add or Remove Suffixes or Superlatives 

Try adding or removing prefixes, suffixes and superlatives to the base surname to come up with new surname 
possibilities. Try wildcard searches for the root name followed by the wildcard character. Example: GOLD, 
GOLDSMIDT,GOLDSMITH, GOLDSTEIN 

9. Look for Commonly Misread Letters 

Old handwriting is often a challenge to read. Use the Commonly Misread Letters Table at FamilySearch.org to find 
letters which were possibly substituted in spelling of the name. Example: CARTER, GARTER, EARTER, CAETER, 
CASTER . 

10. Did Your Ancestor Change His Name? 

Think of ways your ancestor's name may have changed ,and then look for his name under those spellings. If you 
suspect the name was anglicized, try using a dictionary to translate the surname back into the native language of 
your ancestor and vice a versa by using a foreign dictionary . 

 

Adapted from an article by Kimberly Powell, About .com, Top 10 Tips For Finding Alternate Su rname Spellings & 

Variations 
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CENSUS TIP SHEET 
 

Where to search for Census records: 

1. Free online sites would include Heritage Quest which you can find online with a library card, and Family 

Search.org. 

2. Paid online sites would include Ancestry.com and Fold3.com (formally Footnote). 

3. If you can't find your relative in an index, you may need to use a microfilm source.  Two possible places to 

find the census on microfilm are:  Family History Library in Salt Lake with the ability to order the film to come to 

your local Family History Center; or your regional office of the NARA (National Archives and Retrieval 

Administration). 

 

How to search the records: 

1. Look at original records versus transcribed. Usually the document created closest to the event has the most 

accurate data. 

 There can still be inaccuracies on an original document.  Enumerators write what they "hear" and write 

phonetically.  Enumerators might have guessed, had bias, or assumed when filling in the information. 

 What is the reliability of the informant?  Someone other than head of household such as a minor or 

even a neighbor could be supplying the information, not knowing or purposely withholding or 

embellishing the facts. 

 The index is a transcription and if you cannot find your relative it could be a transcription error, misread 

or misspelled or missed entirely by the indexer.   

2. Start with the most recent census and work backward systematically locating your family and extracting the 

census information for every year your person appears. 

3. Look at State census for years in-between the Federal Census. 

4. Be creative in searching spellings, birthdates, and location. 

5. Wild Card Search:  allows you to enter a character (usually *) to search for plurals of a word or variations in 

spelling.  e.g. PETER* will find PETERSON, PETERS.  PET* will find PETTERSON.  To limit the hits include a 

location. 

6. Search using various methods: 

 By middle name, by initials, by nickname, by abbreviated name such as JAS for JAMES 

 Try searching by first name and county only, or first name and names of parents or surname and 

location, by leaving the name out entirely but putting in location and age.  Try including different 

combinations of information. 

 Start with a broad search and get more specific or vice versa 

7. Look at the last page of each enumeration district, people may have been added out of order or there may 

be corrections listed. 

8. Sometimes a source directs you to the wrong page, so explore the pages before and after. 

9. Search for other family members, (your collateral line). 

10. Try looking at neighbors on previous census records and search for them.  Often people migrated in groups 

of family, friends and neighbors.  Search a few pages before and after the neighbor's name.   
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11. If having trouble reading the penmanship of the enumerator, analyze the enumerator's handwriting by 

scanning the rest of the page and the pages before and after.  Look for easily recognized names to learn how 

the enumerator wrote certain letters and letter combinations especially "A", "F", "H", "I", "J", "P" and "S". 

12. Use the children's place of birth to follow the parent's migration route. 

13.  Don't limit yourself to where you assumed they lived.  They were a quite mobile population.  Try nearby 

counties. 

14.  When you do find your ancestors be certain to search nearby pages for any other relatives or people with 

the same surname.  You might find relatives you didn't know about. 

 

Still can't find them: 

1.  Did county boundaries change? 

2.  If you can't find them at one site, try another.  Each site creates its own index and there could be an error in 

transcribed indexes.  Some sites have clearer images than others. 

3.  Try alternate census schedules. 

4.  Not using the index but searching the census for that area line by line, page by page. 

5.  Search under another family name as they could be living with in-laws or other relatives and have been 

indexed with the head of household's surname which could be different from the surname of the person you 

are searching for. 

6.  Go back and check your source again, perhaps a few month later. 

7.  Leave out the name entirely and search by only one criteria such as date of birth (or location etc.). 

8.  They just may not be there, the enumerator missed the house or no one was home. 

 

Recording and organizing your findings:  

1.  Print a copy of the original census record or save it digitally. 

2.  Using a blank census form, transcribe the information found exactly as it appears on the census record even 

if you suspect that the information may not be accurate.  You can include notes depicting your concerns.  The 

blank form also helps in reading the headings of the columns. 

3.  Include all source information, the date and place of viewing, film number, roll number, page number, 

enumeration district, condition, date the census was taken and readability of the census.  A source citation 

includes all information needed to enable someone else to find that same document. 

4.  Keep a record of censuses searched for each individual. 

5.  Enter transcribed census information into your software program along with source information. 

6.  File your census record either in paper form or in digital form so that it is easily accesible. 
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Special Federal Census Schedules: 

Agriculture & Manufacturing 
 Arranged by State &  County . 

 Typically not indexed. 
 Ag schedules taken 1840-1910 but 1890 was destroyed by fire and 1900 

and 1910 destroyed by act of Congress. 
 Manufacture Schedules 1810 & 1820 and 1840-1880. 

 Can provide insight into their lives and Ag schedules can complement probate 
information by identifying property and assist in distinguishing between 

individuals of same name. 

Mortality Schedules 
 A list of residents of a county that had died during the 12 months prior to the 

date of the taking of the census. 
 1850-1880 and 1885. 

 Some are indexed in book form or on microfiche . 
 Information included name, age, sex, birthplace, occupation, and cause 

of death. 

Social Statistics Schedules 
 Compiled 1850-1880. 

 List of cemeteries within city boundaries. 
 List of churches, organizations, societies and groups. 

 
Slave Schedules 

 Lists slaves for Southern States. 
 1850 & 1860. 

 Arranged by state and county. 
 Some states have indexes. 

 Contains owner 's name, sexes and ages of slave. 

 
1890 Special Census of Union Civil War Veterans and their Widows 

 Occasional Confederate veteran included. 
 Only available for states from second alphabetical half of Kentucky to the end of 

the alphabet . 
 Alabama through the first half of Kentucky were destroyed. 

 Some schedules are indexed either in book form or on microfiche. 
 Additional veteran schedules 1849, 1885, 1900. 

 

Compiled from an article by Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, Using Census Records for Genealogical 

Research, About.com 
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1940 U.S. Federal 

Who Gets Enumerated? 

 Persons alive at 12:01 am, April 1,  1940.  

 Persons temporarily absent. 

 Persons who move into the district after enumeration begins and who have not previously been 
enumerated. 

 All inmates of jails and prisons, homes for orphans and such where persons remain for long 
periods of time. 

 Members of households: in a hospital or sanitarium, attending schools or colleges, (but not 
students at West Point or Annapolis). 

 Servants or other employees that live with the household. 

 Members of the household enrolled in the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). 

 Persons living in tourist or trailer camps, missions, and "cheap one-night houses (flophouses)" 
counted on the evening of April gth 

 Persons living in hotels counted on April 9th. 

 The previous two groups are listed on a new sheet after the last of the other schedules and 
numbered 81+. 

 A ''T'' (transient) will be entered for household visitation number for the first person 
enumerated in each hotel, mission, etc. 

 

Who Answered the Questions? 

"...a household no member of which is at home on your first visit, and none is expected to return during 
the period of the canvas and for which you cannot obtain the required information from a neighbor or 

some other source" fill out the Report Card for Absent Households (Form P-9) 

When enumerated, these families will either appear in the correct sequence of household visitation 

numbers OR on lines 61,62, 63... and placed following regular order of sheets but before April 9
th
 

schedule.  Schedule for households enumerated out of order.  (Look for a break in visitation #'s) 

Individuals that were missed go on the same "Schedule for Households Enumerated Out of Order" but 
along with the household visitation number of his household, followed by "cont'd." 

Rogues? 

Persons who object to being enumerated claiming that they usually reside elsewhere, are to be placed 
on the Nonresident Schedule. 
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"THE" 1 940 Census 

• April 1, 1940 

• 3 diff  types of census for that year: Population, Housing, Agriculture The actual census forms for 
the Housing and Agriculture were destroyed after data compilation. 

• The population schedule had 40 entries on each side plus 2 additional lines for supplemental 
questions. 

• Sampling first time, supplemental questions, 5% of entries. 

• Digital only 

Instructions for Enumerators 

• Black ink. 

• No ditto marks. 

•  Write legibly. 

• Keep schedules neat and clean. 

• NEVER crowd an additional name between lines or at the bottom of the sheet.  

• Names:  last, given, then initial, making sure that the spelling is correct. 

• "Do not abbreviate the name of the country, state, Territory, or possession ." for place 

of birth. Write an X with a circle around it after the name of the person who furnishes 
the information. "Ab" after names temporarily absent from household. 

• "Infant" for children under one year of age and have not been given a name. 

• If informant is not a member of the household, write the name of this person in the left-hand 
margin, "Information from John Brown, neighbor." 

• Copying schedules is discouraged, be accurate to begin with, but if needed, "take great pains to see 
that the copy is exactly like the original." 

• Number the sheets of the Population Schedules used for persons enumerated out of regular order 
serially beginning with 61 and those used for persons as of the night of April 9

th
 beginning with 81. 

• Prisoners in penal institutions will have their prison numbers entered. 

• "Any mixtures of white and nonwhite blood should be recorded according to the race of the nonwhite 
parent” 

• "A person of mixed Negro and Indian blood should be reported as Negro unless the 
Indian blood greatly predominates 

• "Mexicans are to be returned as white unless definitely of Indian or other nonwhite 
race." 
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Family Order: 

• Head of Household  

• His wife 

• Children in order of ages 

• Any children married and still living with parents and their children come after the 
other children 

• Other relatives followed by lodgers, servants etc. 

"Infant Card" filled out for every infant born 12:01 am December 1, 1939 to 12:01 am April 
1,1940. 

The Infant Card indicates if the mother or father is not a member of the same household 
as the infant. 

"...weeks of public emergency work (WPA, NYA, CCC, etc) are to be counted as weeks of 
unemployment ..." 

If two occupations, list only the one which he spent the most time. 

Citizenship of foreign born: 

•"Na"- American citizen or has taken out second naturalization papers or through 
naturalization of either parent. 

•  "Pa"- taken out first papers. 

•  "Al"- not naturalized or taken out first papers. 

• "Am Cit"- if person born abroad or at sea was an American citizen at birth. (Prior to 1922, an 
alien woman became an American citizen when her husband was naturalized or if she married 
an American citizen.) 

What's New in the 1940 census? 

Name of informant  

Middle initial in names  

Residence: 

• On April 1 1935, I lived in a city, town or village of 2,500 or more. (Others were 
considered rural.) 

• List county and state, territory or foreign country of residence on April 1, 1935 

• If April 1 1940,  in "Same house" or "Same place" for a person who lived in same 
city or town. 

 

Education: 

• Highest grade of school attended.-.· 

• Attended school or college any time since March 
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Birth: 

• State, Territory or Possession 

• Distinguish Canada French from Canada English Distinguish 
Irish Free from Northern Ireland 

• If foreign born, birthplace situated Jan 1, 1937 

• Citizenship of foreign born instead of asking if naturalized 

Employment: 

• 13 questions for persons 14 and over 

• If not employed: engaged in housework (H), school(S), 
unable to work(U) or other(Ot) Hours of work in week 
before census 

• Duration of unemployment in weeks up to March 30 
Income in 1939 in wages 

• Income in 1939 in wages 

• Income over $50 from other than work 

 

Supplemental Questions 

At the bottom of each side of schedule, 2 lines provided for questions 35-50 for the 5% asked the 
supplemental questions. 

Lines 14 and 29 answered the supplemental questions  

Questions asked: 

• Place of birth of mother and father. 

• Mother tongue:  Language spoken in home in earliest childhood even if speaks English now 

• Veterans: Is this person a veteran of the U.S. military forces: or the wife, widow, or under 18 year-
old child of a veteran? Do not include men now in the active forces or persons whose only 
service has been the National Guard or Reserves. 

• If child, is the veteran father dead? 

• War or Military Service? 

• Social Security: Have a SS number? 

• Were deductions for Federal Old-Age Insurance or Railroad Retirement made from this persons' 
wages or salary in 1939? 

• If so, were deductions made from all, Yi or more, part but less than Yi of wages or 
salary? 

• Usual Occupation 

• Usual Industry 

• Usual Class of Worker (Wage or salary worker in private work or government work or an 
employer or working on own account or unpaid family worker) 
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• Questions asked of all women who have been married: Has this woman been married more than 
once? 

• Age at first marriage? 

• Number of children ever born. (Do not include stillbirth.) 

What's Missing? 

•Year naturalized 

•Birthplace of parents (unless on supplemental questions lines). 

What's Going to Happen? 

• April 2, 2012, 9:00 am Eastern time, (72 years and 1day after the 1940 census was taken), digital 
records will be released to 4 organizations: Family Search, Ancestry, Heritage and the National 
Archives.  

• The digital records will be searchable but not indexed for several months. 

• To search the census, you will have to know the Enumeration District and to find that, you need 
the addresses of your relatives. 

ED/Enumeration District 

• ED districts divided an area into a manageable  portion for an enumerator to cover. 

• ED's are numbered within each state. 

• ED's have a unique two part number. 

 The first specifies region within a state, usually a county. 

 The second specifies a district within that region 

• The ED number will get you to the image of the 1st census page for that ED. 

• Once there, you scroll through images for that ED looking for the family you're interested in. 
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Answer the following questions on family #266: 

1. What is the address? 

2. What are Line Numbers for this family? 

3. List all the possible surnames spellings for each Surname. Underline in Your List the most 
likely. 
 

4. What are the first names? 

5. Who is the head of household? 

6. What is the relationship of each person to that person? 

7. Race of all the household? 

8. What is the date of birth and age of the youngest child? 

9. What is the date of the census? 

10. How many years have the son-in-law and daughter been married? Approximate their year 
of marriage? 
 

11. Column 8: How many children did the youngest woman have? How many are living? 

12. Can you see a migration pattern with this family? 

13. What is the marital status of “head of household”? 

14. Where was “head of household” born? Where were her parents’ born? 

15. What year did “head of household” come to the U.S.? 

16. What is the son-in-law’s occupation? 

17. Does this family live on a farm? 

18. Does this family own their own home? 
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Internet Sites 

Ancestry (paid site) 

BYU Family History  

Library Census Finder 

Census Online 

Census Tutorial - BYU  

Cyndi's List - U.S. Census  

FamilySearch 

 

  Google 

HeritageQuestOnline 

Morse, Stephen P. 

National Archives - Census  

Rootsweb.com 

U. S. Census Bureau  

USGenWeb Project 

World Vital Records (paid site) 

 

 

 

www.ancestry.com 

sites.lib.byu.edu/familyhistory  

www.censusfinder.com 

www.census-online.com  

http://census.byu.edu 
 

www .cyndislist.com  

www.familysearch.org  

familysearch.org/learningcenter/home.html 

google.com 

www.libraryatlincoln.com  

www.stevemorse.org  

www.archives.gov/research/census/ 

www. rootsweb.ancestry.com 

www.census.gov  

www.usgenweb.org  

www.worldvitalrecords.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.lib.byu/
http://www.censusfinder.com/
http://www.census-online.com/
http://census.byu.edu/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.familysearch.org/learningcenter/home.html
http://www.libraryatlincoln.com/
http://www.stevemorse.org/
http://www.archives.gov/research/census/
http://www/
http://www.usgenweb.org/
http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/
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