
Understanding Land Records



How to Use Maps In Genealogy Research

• Visualize Hometowns: Maps help you imagine 
your ancestor’s communities wi: th their schools, 
parks, businesses, terrain, roads, and other 
landmarks. 

• Detect Border Changes: By using maps you detect 
boundary lines of  city, county, state, and township 
to determine which archives to contact for records. 

• Seeing How A Community Changed Over Time. 
This includes street name changes and 
renumbering of  addresses. 

• Find Ancestral Land: You will need historical maps 
to pinpoint the location of  ancestor’s property, and 
find deeds and land records.



• Mapping Out Other Documents. Use 
the maps to find residents listed in city 
directories and census records. 

• Use Census Enumeration District 
(ED) Maps to look for hard-to-find 
ancestors. 

• Use Historical Maps To Plan Travel 
and visits to your ancestral 
hometowns.



NYPL MAP WARPER



Google Earth Pro



USGS Topoview



Historical Maps


















