
Researching State Records
Kate McCarthy



Researching State Records 

• State census records are usually taken between federal state 
counts, so are helpful of  for tracking ancestor migrations. 

• Some states have lots of  enumerations and some have little. 
Check the FamilySearch Wiki page on state censuses which 
describes them in detail. 

• There are special schedules which list farms and farm products, 
manufacturer schedules enumerating companies and mortality 
schedules listing people who died within the previous 12 
months. States also used censuses to count children to predict 
school and teacher needs, tally men eligible for military service, 
and apportion tax revenues. 

•  The federal government took separate censuses on territories to 
determine if  the population was large enough to petition for 
statehood; however sometimes fraud was committed in the 1857 
census for Minnesota. Seven counties were complete forgeries 
done by land speculators so research the history on the census 
before you add them to your records.



Take note of the years statewide vital-record-keeping officially began in each US state—that’s when counties started to collect birth, 
marriage and death information and report it to state offices. Some counties or towns kept stats earlier, and some were slow to  

comply with state laws, so check with your ancestors’ local government for record availability.

*Delaware’s statewide birth and death records stop in 1863 and resume in 1881. All Louisiana birth records are kept in parish clerk offices. Tennessee has 
no statewide birth or death records for 1913.

Washington, DC’s birth records go back to 1874, death records to 1855 (but none were filed during the Civil War) and marriage records to 1811.

Alabama	 1908	 1936	 1908

Alaska	 1913	 1913	 1913

Arizona	 1909	 1909	 1909

Arkansas	 1914	 1917	 1914

California	 1905	 1905	 1905

Colorado	 1907	 1907	 1907

Connecticut	 1897	 1897	 1897

Delaware*	 1861	 1847	 1881

District of Columbia	 1874	 1811	 1874

Florida	 1899	 1927	 1899

Georgia	 1919	 1952	 1919

Hawaii	 1842	 1842	 1859

Idaho	 1911	 1947	 1911

Illinois	 1916	 1962	 1916

Indiana	 1907	 1958	 1899

Iowa	 1880	 1880	 1880

Kansas	 1911	 1913	 1911

Kentucky	 1911	 1958	 1911

Louisiana*	 1914	 none	 1914

Maine	 1892	 1892	 1892

Maryland	 1898	 1950	 1898

Massachusetts	 1841	 1841	 1841

Michigan	 1867	 1867	 1867

Minnesota	 1900	 1958	 1908

Mississippi	 1912	 1926	 1912

Missouri	 1910	 1881	 1910

Montana	 	1907	 1943	 	1907

Nebraska	 1905	 1909	 1905

Nevada	 1911	 1968	 1911

New Hampshire	 1901	 1901	 1901

New Jersey	 1848	 1848	 1848

New Mexico	 1920	 1920	 1920

New York	 1880	 1880	 1880

North Carolina	 1913	 1962	 1913

North Dakota	 1907	 1925	 1907

Ohio	 1908	 1949	 1908

Oklahoma	 1908	 1908	 1908

Oregon	 1903	 1906	 1903

Pennsylvania	 1906	 1885	 1906

Rhode Island	 1853	 1853	 1853

South Carolina	 1915	 1950	 1915

South Dakota	 1905	 1905	 1905

Tennessee*	 1908	 1945	 1908

Texas	 1903	 1966	 1903

Utah	 1905	 1887	 1905

Vermont	 1955	 1955	 1955

Virginia	 1912	 1912	 1912

Washington	 1907	 1968	 1907

West Virginia	 1917	 1964	 1917

Wisconsin	 1907	 1907	 1907

Wyoming	 1909	 1941	 1909
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Researching Online

• Family Search: It has indexes and 
images for federal censuses from 1850 
to 1950; however state census access is 
spottier. Use the Advanced Search or 
use the Library Catalog. 

• Ancestry.com:  In addition to all US 
federal census records from 1790 to 
1950 plus 20 states from 1792 to 
1945. Try search individual state 
census records, one at a time.



Other Websites 

• Look at Cyndi’s List under the 
category Census Records Online: 
Indexes, Extractions and 
Transcriptions. https://
www.cyndislist.com/categories/  

• Census-Online.com click on the state 
to see records by year or county.

https://www.cyndislist.com/categories/
https://www.cyndislist.com/categories/
http://Census-Online.com


Offline Census Records

• The Family History Library’s most 
complete collection are state census for 
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, New Jersey, New 
York , Rhode Island and Wisconsin, and 
partial records on other states are 
available. https://
www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/
State_Census_Records 

• Look for historical societies who 
maintain microfiche records to research  
ancestors who lived in that area.

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/State_Census_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/State_Census_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/State_Census_Records




Details in Vital Records

A close reading of vital records can often 
reveal other essential facts—ranging from the 
expected (such as parents’ names on a birth 
certificate) to surprising clues to family 
mysteries. Beyond the basics of when and 
where, vital record details include other family 
members, missing maiden names, an 
ancestor’s religion or military service, and 
even name changes and alternative 
spellings.

• California: https://www.cdph.ca.gov/
Programs/CHSI/pages/vital-records.aspx

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHSI/pages/vital-records.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHSI/pages/vital-records.aspx




California Websites

• California Genealogy: https://californiagenealogy.org/ 

• California Genealogy Web: https://cagenweb.org/ 

• Calisphere: https://calisphere.org/ 

• Cyndi’s List-California: https://www.cyndislist.com/us/ca 

• Family Search Research Wiki: California: https://
www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/
California,_United_States_Genealogy 

• Linkpendium- California: https://linkpendium.com/ca-
genealogy 

• Online Archive of  California: http://www.oac.cdlib.org/ 

• San Francisco Genealogy (In process): https://
www.sfgenealogy.org/sf/sfdata.htm

https://californiagenealogy.org/
https://cagenweb.org/
https://calisphere.org/
https://www.cyndislist.com/us/ca
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/California,_United_States_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/California,_United_States_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/California,_United_States_Genealogy
https://linkpendium.com/ca-genealogy
https://linkpendium.com/ca-genealogy
http://www.oac.cdlib.org/
https://www.sfgenealogy.org/sf/sfdata.htm
https://www.sfgenealogy.org/sf/sfdata.htm

