
Researching Italian Records



Considerations

1.  Language translation (Latin, 
Italian, German,  French, etc.) 
2.  Knowledge of  historical shifts 
in record keeping, the effect of  
wars, and changing boundaries. 
3.  Knowledge of  proper 
procedure to approach contacting 
those who maintain Italian records. 
4. Patience, patience, patience. 



Italian Family Naming Tradition

Notice: This only works if  the family follows the tradition, but at least 
it is a worthy avenue of  exploration. 

1. The first son is named for the paternal grandfather. 

2.The second son is name for the maternal grandfather. 

3.The first daughter is named for the paternal grandmother. 

4.The second daughter is named for the maternal grandmother. 

5.Subsequent children may be named for aunt, uncles, a patron 
saint, or the parents. 

6.Italian families honored their forebears by naming their children 
after them. If  a child dies, the next child of  the same gender 
receives the same name. 

7.In certain cases the tradition doesn’t hold up, especially for families 
who lost many children. For example: After the third child named 
Francesco passes away they may give up trying to name the child 
after his maternal grandfather. Superstition may be at play.



Important Dates In Italian History
























