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Where To Find The Information On Census 

• United States Census Site gives an explanation 
of  the details of  each census: https://
www.census.gov/history/ 

• National Archives maintain the census 
records: https://www.archives.gov/research/
census 

• Ancestry, Family Search, My Heritage, Find 
My Past, and Heritage QuestOnline 
(Library) have searchable indexes and 
images.

https://www.census.gov/history/
https://www.census.gov/history/
https://www.archives.gov/research/census
https://www.archives.gov/research/census




How To Search

• 1. Search online collections by entering 
at least a name, birth year, and place. 
Don’t mark search terms as exact in 
case of  unexpected spellings and 
details. Use year ranges for birth dates. 

• 2. If  you can’t find a person, try a 
household member or neighbor. Leave 
out the name and enter other 
information you know such as birth 
year, birthplace, place of  residence, 
and family members’ names.



How To Search (Cont.)

• 3. Many people had the same name 
and age. Look at all the details in the 
record, especially other household 
members, to determine whether this is 
in fact your ancestor. 

• 4. When you find a matching record 
always look at the census record itself. 
Everything is not always indexed. 
Look at adjacent pages for families 
that lived nearby.



How To Search (Cont.)

• 5. Search for every person in your tree 
in each census that occurred during 
their lifetime. It was taken every ten 
years. 

• 6. Ages in the census are often as off  
the official census date for that 
enumeration and they changed from 
census to census. (Example: 1790 was 
August 2nd, 1900 was June 1st, and 
1930 was April 1st. The ages are 
considered accurate as of  that date.



What Is In A Census?







What If  The Census Records Conflict With Other Records?

• Census takers didn’t ask for name spellings. They 
recorded what they heard and spellings may be 
affected by educational levels and accents. 

• Census takers didn’t ask for proof  of  name, age, 
immigration year or other data. Accuracy 
depended on the respondents memory. 

• If  no one was at home at your relative’s house, 
the census taker might ask a neighbor or another 
person less familiar with the family. 

• Indexers who transcribe the information to make 
the census searchable may misinterpret the 
handwriting.





Special Census  
Schedules 



Samples of  Past Census






