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Features of Ancestry.com

Å3.0 million paying subscribers

ÅOver 100 million family trees created

Å85 million searches daily

ÅContains more then 30.0 billion records

ÅAccess to records from USA, UK, Ireland, Canada 
and many more countries

ÅUpdated daily with thousands of entries
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¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ [ŀǊƎŜǎǘ
Genealogy Database



!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎMembership Costs
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Basic membership is free (a valid email 
address is required). 

Premiummembershipis asfollows:

ÅUSDiscoveryMembership
ÅMonthly- $24.99
ÅAnnual- $189.00

ÅWorld ExplorerMembership
ÅMonthly - $39.99
ÅAnnual- $249.00

ÅAll AccessMembership
ÅMonthly - $49.99
ÅAnnual- $389.00



Ansestry.com Consists of Many Websites

ÅAncestry

ÅAncestry DNA

ÅAncestry Health

ÅAncestry Academy

ÅArchives

ÅAncestry ProGenealogists

ÅFold3

ÅAncestry Institution

ÅNewspapers.com

ÅRootsWeb

ÅFind-A-Grave
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Register for Free to Ancestry.com
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https://www.ancestry.com/account/create/


!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎάIƻƳŜέ
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Customize Your 
Homepage



Create and Manage Trees
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Create New Tree & Upload GEDCOM
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Family Trees
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Choose 
RingoFamilyHistory



Adding To A Family Tree
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Add father

Add relative



Wavy Leaves
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Hints
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Recent Hints
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Create a New Tree
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Create a New Tree
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Downloading a Tree to RootsMagic
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RootsMagic:  TreeShare

ÅTreeShareis the process used to upload a RootsMagicfile 
to Ancestry or download an Ancestry tree into 
RootsMagic. It also allows you to compare the changes 
that you make to either one and update them as desired.

10/17/2022 Ancestry.com Class 17



RootswMagicTreeShareExample
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!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘέ
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!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎExtensive Search Facilities

ÅExtensive Search Facilities in Ancestry.com allow you to 
narrow searches down through names, locations, dates, and 
record types so that only the most appropriate results are 
returned.   Similarly, the search facility allows you to be vague 
in what information you search by so that even the slightest 
shred of information can set you on the road to finding your 
next 'lead'.
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!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎά{ŜŀǊŎƘέ aŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ
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A drop down box will appear, and you can 
choose to search from the following options:
ƴSearch All Records
ƴCensus & Voter Lists
ƴBirth, Marriage & Death
ƴPublic Member Trees
ƴMilitary
ƴImmigration & Emigration
ƴCard Catalog

Hover your cursor over the Search tab at  the top of most pages on Ancestry.com.



!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎSearch Methodology (2)
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Show More Options



!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎSearch Methodology (3) 
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Sample Simple Search

10/17/2022 Ancestry.com Class 24



Sample Search Results
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Click Hyperlink



Sample Search Results (3)

10/17/2022 Ancestry.com Class 26



Search Canada
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Choose Ontario
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Choose Ontario Births
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Ontario
Births



Search for Children of
Alexander McClintock & Jane Brookbank
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McClintock

Brookbank



Children of
Alexander McClintock & Jane Brookbank
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Wild Cards and How They are Used

ÅAncestry.com offers wild card searching capability 
as well when searching any online databases.  Wild 
cards are special symbols that are used in searching 
to represent some number of unknown letters in a 
word.  Ancestry uses both the asterisk (*) and the 
question mark (?).
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Warning:  Wild card searching
is for ancestry.com only--

not for Google searching.



Wild Card Examples

ÅA search for fran* will return hits on words like Fran, Franny, 
Frank, Frannie, or Frankie. 

ÅA search for Johns?nwill return both JohnsenandJohnson.

ÅThe query Johann*will search for Johannand Johannes.

ÅA query for Smel*er will search for Smeltzerand Smelzer, 
among others.

ÅYou can put a wild card first, such as *son or ?athew to catch 
all spellings and variations.

ÅEither the first or last character must be a non-wild card 
character.  For example, Han* and *son are okay, but not 
*anso*.

ÅNames must contain at least three non-wild card characters. 
For example, Ha*n is okay, but not Ha*
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Adjusting the Form of the Name You Enter

ÅSometimes less is more.  Ancestry.com leaves names 
as they appeared on the original document.  
Sometimes that was only with a first initial.  Try 
varying your search methods.  For example, the 
name James Brunymay be in records by first name 
as Jim, Jas., Jimmy, and J, and by last name as Bruny, 
Bruney, and so forth.  You will want to vary your 
searching methods to make sure you do not miss 
valuable records.
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What are the Given Names?

Carrie ?

Chuck ?

Lottie ?

Nannie ?

Nelly ?

Polly ?

Sally ?

Bill ?
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Nicknames/Given Names

Carrie Caroline

Chuck Charles

Lottie Charlotte

Nannie Nancy

Nelly Cornelia

Polly Mary

Sally Sarah

Bill William
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What are the Abbreviations?

Chas. ?

Geo. ?

Jas. ?

Jno. ?

Sar. ?

Theo. ?

Thos. ?
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Abbreviations/Given Names

Chas. Charles

Geo. George

Jas. James

Jno. John

Sar. Sarah

Theo. Theodore

Thos. Thomas
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Selecting the SoundexSpelling Option

ÅAn additional tool to take into account possible 
spelling variations or errors (whether recorded by the 
original record-takers or the indexers of original 
documents) is the Soundex.  This filter is designed to 
display results for all names which have somewhat 
similar pronunciation.  To take advantage of this 
feature, check the box next to "Exact matches only" 
and an option will appear to change the Spelling 
option on a search template from Exact to Soundexor 
on a few pages click on the box next to the word 
Soundex(depending on where on our site you are 
selecting the Soundexfeature).
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Searching with Keywords

ÅOften, more data is found in an original record than 
the number of fields provided by a search template 
would indicate.  If you do have additional 
information, you can enter this data in the keyword
field in order to refine your search results.  Using 
the keyword field like this is especially helpful if 
your ancestor has a common name and you are 
getting more results than you can easily review.
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Saving a Record on My Computer
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Search Results
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To View Original Record
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Actual Census Record
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Click on Save



Saving Census Record
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Ancestry.com Shoebox Facility

ÅUse the "Shoebox" facility in Ancestry.com to better manage 
records or entries which you may wish to come back to later.   
{ƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ΨShoebox' and return to it at 
any time when you have time to evaluate it further. 
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{ŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ άaȅ {ƘƻŜōƻȄέ

10/17/2022 Ancestry.com Class 47

Save to
your

shoebox



Correcting an Error in Ancestry.com
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View/Add
Alternate

info



Explore by Location
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Click



Oklahoma Data Collections
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Washington County
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Click



Table of Contents
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Click



John Rogers
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John Rogers in RootsMagic
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Free Ancestery.com Databases

ÅOne of Ancestry.com'sbest kept secrets is that they 
have over 1,898 always-free databases.  You may be 
asked to sign up for a free account, but the account 
is free, no strings attached. 
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Popular Free Ancestry.com Databases

Å1880,  1900-1950 US Census

Å1881 UK Census

ï1881 England Census

ï1881 Wales Census

ï1881 Channel Island Census

ï1881 Isle of Man Census

ÅAmerican Biographical Library

ÅAncestry World Tree

ÅFree BMD

ÅGeographic Reference Library

10/17/2022 Ancestry.com Class 56



Popular Free Ancestry.com Databases (2)

ÅUS Census Mortality Schedules

ÅUS Naturalization Record Indeces,1791-1992

ÅWW I Civilian Draft Registrations

ÅOntario Canada 1871 Census Index

ÅFamily Trees

ÅYour Own Family Tree Online
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Finding Free Ancestry. Com Databases

ÅLog into your ancestry.com account.

ÅHover your cursor over the SEARCH tab.

ÅSelect CARD CATALOG from the dropdown menu.

Å¢ȅǇŜ άFREEέ ƛƴ YŜȅǿƻǊŘǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōƻȄΦ
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Searching Ancestry.com Using Legacy

10/17/2022 Ancestry.com Class 59



Searching Ancestry.com Using RootsMagicWebHints
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Ancestry



!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎDNA Testing

ÅAncestry.com has a DNAtesting facility whereby you can 
discover your genetic genealogy simply by ordering a test 
kit and sending your DNAsample back to Ancestry.com.  
These tests are provided at a reasonable cost, and keep 
giving new information as more members take DNAtests.
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!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎά5b!έ
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Ancestry Support Center
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Ancestry Support
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Search for articles



!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ 

ÅAncestry.com has a Support Community in which you can share 
research or ideas with other Ancestry members or contact 
those members with research interests similar to yours.  Let 
other researchers or family members find you.
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!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎά/ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜέ
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!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎάaŜƳōŜǊ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎέ

ÅThe "Member Connections" Service allows you to 
get in touch (anonymously or otherwise) with other 
users who are performing the same or similar 
searches as you.  Not only does this help you in your 
search, but it also means you might just get in touch 
with a living relative from elsewhere in the world!
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!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎάaŜƳōŜǊ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅέ

ÅSearch the Member Directory to view other 
members' profiles and contact them anonymously.
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!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎάaŜǎǎŀƎŜ .ƻŀǊŘǎέ

ÅAncestry.com has message boardswhich are public 
postings from members of the community about 
research localities and surnames.  There are 
currently over 25 million posts on more than 
198,000 boards.
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Extras

10/17/2022 Ancestry.com Class 70



Ancestry Mobile App
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http://www.ancestry.com/cs/ancestry-app
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!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎάtƘƻǘƻ .ƻƻƪǎ ϧ tƻǎǘŜǊǎέ

10/17/2022 Ancestry.com Class 73



άMyCanvasέ ƛƴ !ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳ

ÅCreate beautiful pages that showcase your documents, 
photos and charts.  You can print your pages at home or 
order a professionally printed, coffee-table quality book.  All 
this, and more, using the MyCanvasdigitization software in 
Ancestry.com.
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aȅ/ŀƴǾŀǎάtƻǎǘŜǊǎέ

ÅDisplay up to 9 generations of your family tree in a 
poster suitable for framing for $14.95 and up. 
Ancestry.com also provides a number of other 
printable documents which can be given as gifts or 
kept as keepsakes of your research.
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!ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΩǎάProGenealogistsέ
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