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The Basics

• 11 Websites for Exploring Irish 
Genealogy: https://
familytreemagazine.com/heritage/irish/11-
best-irish-genealogy-websites/ 

• 6 Historical Irish Jurisdictions 
Genealogists Should Know About: 
https://familytreemagazine.com/heritage/
irish/historical-irish-geographic-divisions/ 

• Fact Checking Basics: https://
familytreemagazine.com/strategies/fact-
check-family-trees/ 

•
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Know the History of  Both the Individual and the Country

• You Hit A Genealogy Brick Wall: 
Now What?: https://
www.creativefamilyhistorian.com/
researching/genealogy-brick-wall/ 

• Irish Genealogy Brick Walls: 
https://www.findmypast.com/blog/
help/irish-genealogy-brick-walls 

• What Irish Genealogy Records 
Are Online? (Irish Ancestors): 
https://www.johngrenham.com/
browse/retrieve_text.php?
text_contentid=488#general
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Irish Family Naming Patterns

1st Son- named after Father’s Father 
1st Daughter named after Mother’s Mother  
2nd Son named after Mother’s Father 
2nd Daughter named after Father’s Mother 
3rd Son named after Father 
3rd Daughter named after Mother 
4th Son named after Father’s elder brother  
4th Daughter named after Mother’s elder sister 
5th Son named after Mother’s elder brother 
 5th Daughter named after Father’s elder sister 
•



Breaking Up A Brick Wall 

1. Know the place. 

2. Thoroughly research the American 
sources. 

3. Check out the living relatives. 

4. Be aware of  name variations. 

5. Watch for misinterpreted answers. 

6. Use gazetteers to find parish names.



Griffith’s Valuation
• Griffith’s Valuation (1847-1864) was done to produce 

a uniform guide to the relative value of  land 
throughout the whole of  Ireland in order to decide 
liability to pay the Poor Rate for the support of  the 
poor and destitution within each Poor Law Union. 

• It is composed of  300 books and original maps 

• Where you can find Griffith Valuation. https://
www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/griffiths-
valuation.html 

• The only complete version is found on 
FindMyPast. com. https://www.findmypast.com/
blog/family-records/an-expert-guide-to-the-griffiths-
valuation 

• How to read Griffith’s Valuation: https://
www.findmypast.com/blog/family-records/an-expert-
guide-to-the-griffiths-valuation
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Poor Law Unions (PLU)

• Poor Law Unions (Superintendant Registrar’s Districts) 
were the areas of  administration for poor relief  
established under the Poor Relief  Act of  1838.) 
Parliament enacted the Irish Poor Law Extension Act 
(June 8, 1847) and dumped the entire cost and 
responsibility of  famine relief  directly upon Ireland’s 
property owners.  

• In the 18th century those who were too ill, old, destitute 
or orphaned children were put into a local ‘workhouse 
or poor house’. Those able to work, but who wages 
were too low to support their families, received ‘relief  in 
aid of  wages’ in form of  money, food, and clothes. 

• The workhouses continued under local authority 
control in the form of  ‘Public Assistance Institutions’ 
until final abolition of  the Poor Law in 1948.



Catastrophic Loss of  Irish Records in 1922

• At the beginning of  the Civil Ware an 
explosion and fire in the Public Records Office 
in Dublin in 1922 destroyed many records. 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/
Ireland_Record_Loss 

• What was lost in the 1922 fire? https://www.irish-
genealogy-toolkit.com/irish-records-burned.html 

• Reconstruction of  Irish Records: https://
www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/22/irish-
public-record-office-civil-war-bombardment-archives-
reborn 

• Breaking Through Brick Walls in Irish Family 
Trees Using DNA (Maurice Gleeson): https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRO1k1oQW3w
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Legacy Family Tree Webinars 
(You may need a subscription to get in to see these.)

Using Ancestor’s Siblings: https://
familytreewebinars.com/webinar/pointing-fingers-at-
ancestors-siblings-breaking-down-brick-walls-with-collateral-
research/?category=methodology&subcategory=brickwalls 

What’s next when you are told all the records were 
“burnt up”. https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/
whats-next-when-you-are-told-those-records-were-burnt-
up/?category=methodology&subcategory=brickwalls 

Hints and Tips for Unknown Parentage and Brick 
Walls (Advanced): https://familytreewebinars.com/
webinar/hints-tips-for-solving-irish-cases-of-unknown-
parentage/?sortby=newest 

These webinars are available free for the first week 
before they go beyond the paywall. Get on their 
mailing list to see the schedule.  https://
familytreewebinars.com/
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